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The Little Red 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


| 


Harrison Township School No. 5 was first called the Milligan School, when it was located near the 


southwest corner of Fuitridge and Maple avenues. The 1874 county atlas 
the land, which was probably how the school got its name. 
Sometime after that date, the school house was moved further north 


shows that Samuel Milligan owned 


about three-quarters of a mile 


north of Maple avenue on Fruitridge avenue. The site of the old Harrison Twp. School No. 5, or we 
School, as it was called then, is now the Tumpane Company, formerly the Terre Haute Ordnance + po. | 


It was described as a two-room, ics>— — 
red brick structure with a belfry. 
An entrance hall, strelched across 
the entire front of the school, 


Ward Malonc, Jessie Smith Nation, 
Carrie Bunce, Mabel Markle Weir, 
Mamie Stoecker, Naomi Hughes, 
was used aS a jj Helen Seeburger, Ruth Hall Smith, 
cloak room,[) Eunice Tichenor, Helen Brotherton 
where rows of+} Furstenburger and Lillian Sum- 


hooks served ! | mers. If there were others, I would ! 


outdoor cloth- 
ing and shelves 


buckets. Mod- ; 
ern lockers! 
and cafeterias : 
were still far in ' 
the future. A high board fence | 
went around the back and sides of | 
the school property with a white | 
picket fence and hitching rack 
across the front. Instead of a gate , 
there was a stile. The picket fence , 
later was replaced with an iron | 


pipe railing which afforded the |! 


Dorothy J. Clark 


pupils much exercise and amuse- j 


ment in “skinning-the-cat.”’ í 


The whole area was shaded by | 
huge maple trees. Oout in front the 
students could refresh themselves 
with a cold drink from the tin cup 
hanging at the well. A large frame 
coal shed, painted red, was the 
perfect place to play “andy-over.”’ | 
Since horses furnished the only | 
means of transportation, their 
shelter was provided for by build- | 
ing lean-tos near the out-houses. ` 

The south room was used as the; 
main school, while the north room 
was known as the Pleasant Valley 
Sunday School room. Double doors 
connected the two rooms with the 
heating stove placed in the center 
of the back. There were green 
Venetian blinds at the windows. 


Pupils. 


Some of the pupils were from 
the families of J. W. Smith, Jack 
Fry, Wagner, King. Chas. Glad-: 
hart, John Coltrin, Chas. Jackson, : 
Chas. Chunn, Price, Piker, Her- 
man Myers, Albert Myers, Minks, 
Baumgartner, Moore, Alvis, Edgar 
Hall, Oscar Hall, Beall, Swinford, , 


Flossnoe. Fred Liggett, Bridge- 
water, Dowdy, Pritchard, Ennis, | 
Hodges, Butts, Gunn, Willis, 


Rogers, Tanner, Leforge, Reeves, j 
MeCoskey and Griffet. 


In the winter the giris wore | 
high-necked wool dresses with: 
gingham or calico aprons. Their 
hair was braided in pigtails tied 
with ribbons, unless they were 
lucky enough to have naturally 
curly hair. The boys whore knee 
pants and shirts. The teachers 
wore shirt waists, skirts and fancy 
aprons. 


As near as I’ve been able to de-, 
termine, the teachers at the old" 
Rogers School were (not necessar- || 
ily in order): Helen Rankin, Elvan- 
etta Brown, Mary Scholastica, | 
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for dinner! 


,iof the girls had been quarantined | 


Thcre was no commencement | 
for graduates of the Rogers School. | 
_All pupils in Harrison Township 
were required to take an examina- 
tion in the County Superintendent's 


 —' v... See aa TT T. 


office in the courthouse. Usually 
the teacher went along with the 
pupils for moral support. 


Oldtime Games. 


The games played by those chil- 
| dren of half a century ago were 
quite different from those enjoyed 
by modern children with a few ex- 
ceptions. Spelling bees, marbles, 
drop-the-handkerchief and statues 
are still played, but how many re- 
member how to play fox-and-geese, 
what’s-your-trade, trot-trot-to-town, 
name-something-black, blackman, 
or dance-the-cakewalk? Hide-and- 
seek was a great favorite then, 
even as now, as was pretending to 
drive horses, ice skating on the 
nearby pond, sledding and ball that 
was made of twine string, carefully | 
wrapped just so. 


During a smallpox epidemic, two | 
at home. Fully recovered, they | 
' were out for the first time, and | 
‘drove past the school in their 
‘grandmother’s buggy. One of the 

boys happened to see them driving 

past and was so frightened he 

jumped out the back window and 

ran home. It so happened that 

another child had become ill that 

,day and was lying across two 

chairs back of the stove. When she 

was taken home, the doctor was 

called, and his diagnosis was small- , 
pox. This caused the school to be, 
closed, as everyone had smallpox ; 
except the teacher, Miss Hughes, 

who had been vaccinated., 


Pest House. 


The pest house was a frame 
building on Maple avenue on the 
County Poor Farm property. Pa- 
tients at one time were in a tent 
in a field north of the Pest House. 
People were so afraid of the. 
disease that they would not drive } 
along Maple avenue. 


Its hard to realize now what a; 
lonely place the Rogers School was ! 
those days. The nearest house was 
at least three-quarters of a mile 
away. Only an occasional buggy or 
wagon would pass. 

Mrs. Mary Orth served as the 
first superintendent of the Pleasant 
Valley Sunday School organized in 
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i 1898 by Carrie Bunch in the north! 
room of the school house. Pov 
ing her were Rose Smith, Ida 
Chunn, Walter Marks, Esther Hall: 
and Edgar Smith, Ministers from 
the Terre Haute churches were in- 


j i . Mr. Marks 
for hanging up: | like to hear about them too. | | vited out to give talks Mr | 


and Mr. McKee from the Maple! 
Avenue Methodist Church would | 
walk out Maple avenue to Fruit- 
ridge avenue just to help out the 
Sunday School. 


Mrs. Gladys Chunn Goss, a 
former Rogers School pupil, gave . 
this description of the Sunday | 
School room: “There was a redi 
and tan jute runner on the floor. ; 
Kerosene lamps hung in brackets ' 
at the windows and also from the 
ceiling. There was a desk, book- 
case, organ and a coal stove for 
heating. The wooden and cane- 
‘bottomed chairs were given to the ` 
Bethany Reformed Church, hauled | 
there by Osear Hall, after the Sun- 
day School was disbanded. The 
hanging lamps were given to the 


— 


King’s Daughters Home for Aged , 
i Couples, on the Lafayette Road at 
' Stop 13.” 

Former Students. 


Former students that I have 
been able to locate are Anna R. | 
i Smith, Mary E. Smith, May Myer 
Ruszler, Wallace A. Myer, Olive 
Myer Havens, Elmer Swinford, 
Blanche Swinford Mayes, Clara 
and Lena Baumgartner, Anna King 
Prather, Ruth Hall Smith (a pupil 
who Jater became a teacher), 
Hazel Chunn, Helen Chunn Loser, 
‘Audrey Chunn Harrison, Walter 
Fry and Helen Fry Bandy. 


Anna King Prather attended the 
Rogers School earlier than anyone 
still living. One of her teachers, 
Jessie Smith, boarded with the 
King family, and in later years 
gave the school hell, which she 
used to summon the Rogers stu- 
dents of seventy years ago, to her 

_ good friend, Mrs. Nellie Clark, 
| This historic bell, along with pic- 
tures and other mementoes of the 
old Rogers School will be on dis- 
play at the booth of the Vigo 
County historical Society at the 
County Fair, 


After serving a long life of use- 
fulness in educating the children 
both in the three R’s and in re- 
ligious matters, the old Rogers 
School was discontinued and torn 
down in 1913 or 1914. It continues 
to live however in the memories 
of its many former students who 
hold regular reunions to talk over | 


the old times and the “good old 
| days.” i 
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When I wrote about the Rogers 
School located on the present site 
of the Fort Harrison Industrial 
Park, Maurice H. Burke sent me 
information he had collected on the 
Rogers School he attended when it 
was District No. 2, Honey Creek 
Township. Burke graduated from 
this school in -1914 and then 
attended Wiley High School. 

This Rogers School was located 
at the southwest edge of what is 
now the Rea Park and Golf Course, 
on Stop 1% on the old Sullivan 
Interurban Line. Burke said the 
old school is now “wrapped up” in 
the Maryland Community Church 
building; it was never demolished, 
just remodeled and enlarged. 

Burke’s first-grade teacher in 
1906 was Mabel White (later 
Donham); second grade, Birdie 
Williams; third grade, Nina Hunt; 
fourth and fifth, Gertrude 
McCombs; seventh, Ethel Tingley; 
and eighth, Mrs. Orville Connor. 

According to the 1895 Atlas of 
Vigo County, 'there were nine 
school districts in Honey Creek 


Township. 
District No. 1, the northeast- 
section, was the Mt. Pleasant. 


School south from the Mt. Pleasant. 
Church to the first crossroad, then 
west to the first house on the north: 
side of the road. 

District No. 2, the north central 
part of the township, was the 
Rogers School on a half-acre tract 
immediately north of tke Maryland - 
Church across Royce Lane and on 
the east side of the Seventh Street 

ad. 

District No. 3, in the west central 

art of the township, was the Grove 
hool on the north side of the 
Grove Church located on the east 
side of the Prairieton Road 
(Highway 63) and about two or 
three city blocks south of Springhill 
Road. 

District No. 4, uq Curry School, 
was located on the southwest 
corner of the “T” road running 
south on the road running west 
from Hull Cemetery, on the 
northeast corner of the Clem farm 
and formerly the Grange Hall. The 
Honey Creek Grange was or- 

anized in 1869, the first such 
armers’ organization to be formed 


_ in Indiana, It_burned Halloween 
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Historically speaking. 


Clark is Vigo 
County's official 
historian and 
formerly worked 
for The Terre 
Haute Tribune. 


By Dorothy Clark = 
Spectal to The Tribune-Star 


District No. 5, ¢alled the 
Township House, was located on 
the southwest corner of the 
Caroline Jones farm where the 
road on the west side of the store 
by the old Honey Creek High 
School intersected the road run- 
ning west from Honey Creek 
School. 

District No. 6, the Pleasant Hill 
School, was commonly called the 


‘Freeze Out School. It was located 


on the southwest corner of the “T” 
road running east on the north side 
of Rile Sutliffs farm south of 
Springhill Tower and old Honey 
Creek. 

District No. 7 was the 
Youngstown School located about 
one-fourth mile east of Youngstown 
and the T.H.I.& E. and the C.& E.I. 
railroads on the south side of the 
road across from the C. O. Layer 


farm. 

District No. 8, the Budd School, 
was located on the northwest 
corner of the road west out of 
Youngstown and the intersection of 
the road running south on the west 
side of Campbell’s store. 

District No. 9, the southwest 
corner of Honey Creek Township, 
was the Quaker (or Friends) School 
on the west side of the church 
building, both located on the north 
side of the road running east and 
west about a mile or so north of 
Farmer’s Chapel (on west side of 
the road running north and south, 
but both faced south or road 
running east and west). 

Burke remembered his first ride 
on the Sullivan Interurban. In 
April 1906, the finishing touches 
were being put on the line running 


‘from Terre Haute to Sullivan. Rails 


had been laid, poles and trolley 
wire were in place and the 
telephone wires for communication 


by traction personnel were yet to be | 


strung. 

Across the road from the one- 
room Rogers country school were 
huge shade trees where the 
children and their teachers would 
eat lunch. A work crew operating 
an open car with seats running 
crosswise was in the area dropping 
off three glass insulators on which 
to fasten the telephone wires at 
each pole. 

The motorman and conductor 
stopped off to eat lunch with the 
attractive teacher and her stu- 
dents. After lunch they invited the 
group to take a ride. The excited 
class traveled south to near 
Youngstown and then headed back 
north to the school. The return trip 
was faster as the men didn’t have 
to drop off insulators. 

The line was officially opened 
June 24, 1906. The first interurban 
to leave the station, located then 
just west of Sixth Street on Wabash 
Avenue, was No. 119, which left for 
Sullivan at 6 a.m. No. 121 left at 
7 a.m., and a third, No. 123, was 
added because of the large crowds. 


Rain and slippery rails caused the ` 


first two cars to run late. 
Manning the interurbans were 
motorman William F. Risinger and 
conductor Charles W. Glover on 
No. 119; John R. “Curly” Brewster 
and Orla E. Champ on No. 121; and 


Joseph M. Branson and Oscar 


Hammond on No. 123. 

Interurban service was discon- 
tinued on the Sullivan Line 25 
years later on May 24, 1931. 
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